
it’s a lot to handle.

2026Keeping up with change...
Keeping up with the wants and needs of our clients is 
one thing. Then. add on top of that, all the changes that 
are happening in our market areas, our state, and even
the world....it’s a lot to handle.

That’s why this meeting is designed for the members of ISPFMRA....to help provide the 
information and tools YOU WILL NEED to stay ahead of it all.

Wednesday, February 4, 2026
7-Hour Appraisal Course, Bias and Fair Housing Laws and Regulations (A112)
Instructor is Dennis Badger. This course is licensed for Appraisal CE in Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa, Indiana, Missouri, Kentucky and Min-
nesota. An optional exam will be available if needed. See separate promotion flyer.

This is a Three-Fer....three programs with one registration cost.
	 • Addressing Nutrient Loss on Illinois Farmland
Since 2015, states bordering the Mississippi River have been tasked with drastically reducing nitrogen and phosphorus runoff. Mem-
bers of the IL Sustainable Ag Partnership will provide an overview of IL’s progress to date, key factors for nutrient loss from row crop 
acres, and pragmatic steps to address loss through agronomic, in-field changes and edge-of-field solutions. Resources for IL farmers 
and landowners to implement changes will also be highlighted.
	 Featuring  
		  Andrew Hiser, PCM Specialist, Illinois Corn Growers Assn.
		  Jill Kostel, Ph.D. Water Resources Program Director, the Wetlands Initiative
		  Helen VanBeck, Midwest Sr. Program Manager, American Farmland Trust

	 • Farmer and Farm Manager Panel
Bringing together farmers and farm managers for a panel discussion to address everything from negotiating leases and adopting new 
agronomic practices to working with various types of landowners and ways that we can collaborate through the ongoing consolidation.
	 Panelists TBA

	 • Commercialization of Pennycress as a Sustainable Aviation Fuel Source
In 2010, Dr. Phippen established a field pennycress breeding program focused on germplasm collection, field evaluation and controlled 
crosses to domesticate pennycress for commercial production
	 Featuring:
		  Dr. Winthrop Phippen, professor plant breeding and genetics, Western Illinois University

Thursday, February 5, 2026

2026  ISPFMRA Annual Meeting
February 4, 5, 2026
President Abraham Lincoln Hotel
Springfield, IL

Appraisal Education

Management Education

 General Annual Meeting Program -- See Inside



Keeping up with change...
From handling conflicts, to the weather to the politics of 
	 solar energy to farmland values to grain markets and ice
		  cream and an auction and even the FBI.....It’s all here on 1 DAY!

PLUS membership recognition and a meeting 
with Amanda De Jong, the new Executive VP/CEO of ASFMRA.

Thursday, February 5 (times approximate)

7:00 a.m.	 Registration opens with light refreshments in Trade Talk area

7:45		  Presentation of Colors, Pledge of Allegiance, Opening comments
		  Special Thanks to the Combined Springfield VFW Color Guard Team

8:00		  Conflict and Leadership  --  Cheryl B. Mitchell
		  When landowneres and operators pull in opposite directions, farm managers are caught 		
		  in them middle. The real questions isn’t how to avoid the conflict --- it’s whether you can 		
		  step in, reset the dialogue and move everyone forward.

9:15		  Break with Trade Talk Exhibitors/Silent Auction Opens

9:30		  Farmland Values and the Farm Economy in the 7th District -- David Oppedahl
		  We live and work with Illinois every day. But what’s happening in the other states in the
		  7th Federal Reserve District and what does it mean for you?

10:30		  The Sun Is Still Shining on Solar in Illinois -- Colleen Callahan
		  Changes in federal policy could be casting a shadow over the future of solar energy 
		  projects across the state. Colleen promises an up-to-this-morning look at the current 
		  status of letting the sun shine in, including new Illinois legislation.

11:30		  Member Recognition Luncheon/Business Meeting

1:00 p.m.	 Visit with Trade Talk Exhibitors/Silent Auction

1:15		  And Now for a Look at Our Weather -- Greg Soulje
		  What treats does Mother Nature have in store for us?

2:15		  Let’s Go Surfing Now.....Riding the Waves of Commodity Prices -- Naomi Blohm
		  Or would you rather be on a roller coaster? Trying to stay ‘on top’ with world-wide pricing 	
		  volatility.



3:15		  Ice Cream Social

3:30 		  Silent Auction Ends

3:30		  Agro-Terrorism in Illinois -- How Real is the Risk? -- FBI Special Agent Rick Box
		  Agro-terrorism is an escalating threat to global stability; with complex supply chains and 		
		  cross-border animal movements, agriculture remains a vulnerable target. Even here, in 
		  Illinois.

4:30		  Live Memorial Scholarship Auction
		  Cash bar, food provided

5:15		  Trade Talk ends, $250 Booth Raffle Drawing -- Must be present to win.

Will see you at the 2026 Land Values Conference, April 2, 
DoubleTree in Bloomington

Lodging
All activities will be held at the President Abraham Lincoln Springfield, a DoubleTree by 
Hilton Hotel, 701 West Adams Street, Springfield

A block of rooms has been booked at $125 single or double, $135 triple, or $145 quad. The 
last day to book a reservation as part of this block is January 13, 2026. Reservations can be 
made by calling 217-544-8800 or at https://www.hilton.com/en/attend-my-event/ilfarm-
managersruralappraisers/



Our Speakers
Dennis Badger -- Dennis Badger & Associates, Inc. is a real estate appraisal and consulting firm 
centrally based in Lexington, Kentucky. 

Andrew Hiser  -- (PCM Specialist, IL Corn Growers Association) was raised on his family’s farm 
near Monticello, IL, and earned a BA in Technical Systems Management from the U of I. His ag-
ricultural background includes grain elevator operations, merchandising, logistics, ag machinery 
sales, and even running a clam and oyster farm in South Carolina.

Jill Kostel, PhD -- Water Resources Program Director, The Wetlands Initiative, is the project 
manager for the Wetland Initiative’s “Smart Wetlands,” which advances the use of small, farm-
based constructed wetlands to naturally reduce nutrient runoff in tile drainage in Illinois and 
Indiana.

Helen VanBeck -- Midwest Sr. Program Manager, American Farmland Trust,  works closely with 
partners across Illinois to advance the adoption of conservation practices proven to build soil 
health, improve water quality, and support climate resiliency, adaptation, and mitigation.

Dr. Win Phippen -- Is a tenured, full professor in the School of Agriculture. He received his 
MS degree from Cornell University in plant breeding and a PhD from Purdue University in the 
NewCrops breeding program.

Cheryl B. Mitchell -- Is a dairy farmer’s daughter from Jasper County, Illinois. She says, “I 
draw on over 30 years of real, in-the-trenches experience, motivating audiences in public and 
private education, the agriculture industry, corporate America; non-profit organizations, the 
entrepreneurial space; and emerging science and technology industry. After years of observing 
and building rapport with each and every audience, I have the ability to connect with them at 
a deeper level. These authentic, engaging and humorous messages have a direct impact on each 
audience, shifting their perspective and moving them to take action.

David Oppedahl -- David Oppedahl is a policy advisor on the regional research and engage-
ment team at the Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago. Oppedahl conducts research on the agri-
cultural sector and rural development, as well as analyzing business conditions and the regional 
economy. He directs the Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago’s survey of agricultural banks on 
agricultural land values and credit conditions and publishes the results in AgLetter—the Chicago 
Fed’s quarterly agricultural publication.

Colleen Callahan -- Is an agribusiness news reporter and broadcaster who has worn many 
hats. These include Illinois Director of Agriculture, USDA State Director of Rural Development, 
president of the National Association of Farm Broadcasters, recipient of the ISPFRMA Service to 
Agriculture Award, and current principal of Colleen Callahan Communications.



Greg Soulje -- Greg Soulje brings 25 years of experience as an agricultural, broadcast meteorolo-
gist. He is heard daily on more than 300 stations and in 8 states across the Nation’s heartland via 
Learfield Communication’s Brownfield Radio Network, while also providing regional, commod-
ity weather updates to brownfieldagnews.com. Soulje’s reliable forecasts are also seen every week 
on “This Week in Agribusiness,” via the popular satellite and cable rural lifestyle channel RFD-
TV,

Naomi Blohm -- Senior Market Advisor at Total Farm Marketing by Stewart-Peterson with 20 
years of commodity trade and analysis experience.  She is a sought-after public speaker on all 
commodity markets. She says, “I am most well known for my ability to succinctly explain the 
global geopolitical, economic and agricultural supply and demand picture, and what that may 
ultimately mean for various price scenarios for commodities. My passion is helping farmers and 
ranchers be ready for any price scenario that may occur, and help them manage both price risk 
and potential opportunity.

“For the past decade I have regularly appeared on television programs such as Iowa Public Tele-
vision’s Market to Market, This Week in Agribusiness, US Farm Report and AgDay.” She is also 
a weekly guest blogger for FarmProgress.com, and guest blogger for agriculture.com and High 
Plains Journal.

Rick Box -- Special Agent Rick Box has been an FBI Agent for 22 years. SA Box started his 
career in the Chicago Field Office working Domestic Terrorism, before moving to Washington 
DC to work at the FBI Headquarters in the Weapons of Mass Destruction Directorate, and then 
eventually moving to the Springfield Field Office, where he is currently assigned as the Weapons 
of Mass Destruction Coordinator.  SA Box has worked Domestic Terrorism, Narcotics, Gangs, 
Transnational Organized Crime and Weapons of Mass Destruction.  In addition, SA Box is a 
member of the Evidence Response Team as a Hazardous Evidence Response Component, and is 
the Springfield Division Counter Unmanned Aerial Systems Coordinator. 



Illinois Society of Professional Farm Managers and Rural Appraisers
2026 Annual Meeting/Activities

February 4, 5, 2026
Springfield IL

     
 	
							              		  Members	    	     Non-Members
Appraisal Education (Wed., All day, Feb. 4)		  [   ] $300                             [   ] $350
Management Education Program (Wed. 1 - 4 p.m.)	 [   ] $50			   [   ] $75
Annual Meeting Registration  (Thursday, Feb. 5)	 [   ] $150			   [   ] $175

								       Total $ __________________

CE Credits: Attendance for the full program on Thursday qualifies for 8 ASFMRA CE credit
Sign-in, sign-out will be required.

Name _________________________________________________ ASFMRA Member # _______ 

Company ___________________________________ 

City ____________________________________ State ____  Zip ________

E-mail address ________________________________________________________________
				    (Required for registration confirmation) 

Telephone _____________________________________________________

Guests (must be submitted by ASFMRA member) ________________________________________________

Credit Card # ____________________________________________________ Exp. _________

Submit registration form and check for payment to: 	 ISPFMRA    
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 N78W14573 Appleton Ave., #287    
								        Menomonee Falls, WI 53051 
			 

OR online through ASFMRA at:

 https://www.asfmra.org/events/event-description?CalendarEventKey=def174d7-
dc08-412b-bf6e-019adad14165&Home=%2feducation%2feducation-calendar

ALL REGISTRATIONS WILL CLOSE AT END OF DAY ON JANUARY 22

IMPORTANT NOTICE: If you have any disabilities that require special accommodations, please identify those special 
needs: 

____________________________________________________________



Appraisal Education Program -- 
Wednesday, February 4, 2026

Bias and Fair Housing Laws and Regulations (A112)
This course is licensed for Appraisal CE in Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa, Indiana, Missouri, 
Kentucky and Minnesota. An optional exam will be available if needed. 

Course Description:  This comprehensive 7-hour course provides an in-depth exploration of 
valuation bias in the real estate sector, focusing on its impact within the context of fair hous-
ing laws and regulations. Participants will delve into historical and contemporary aspects of real 
estate bias to gain an understanding of the roles and influences of various stakeholders including 
real estate agents, appraisers, lenders, and government bodies. The course will cover key federal 
fair housing and antidiscrimination laws, such as the Civil Rights Act of 1866, Fair Housing Act, 
and others, emphasizing their relevance in today’s real estate practices. Through a blend of theo-
retical knowledge and practical case studies, attendees will gain insights into different forms of 
valuation bias, including explicit, implicit, and structural biases, and learn strategies for recog-
nizing and avoiding such biases in their professional practice.  This course is intended to satisfy 
the Appraiser Qualifications Board’s (AQB) continuing education requirement for valuation bias 
and fair housing laws and regulations education as adopted on June 22, 2023 for the 2026 edition 
of the Real Property Appraiser Qualification Criteria (RPAQC).

Contact Hours: 7 classroom + 1 hour exam (optional)

AQB Licensure Requirement: Trainee, Licensed, Certified Residential, Certified General

Instructor: Dennis Badger

Time: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., Wednesday, Feb. 4, 2026

Location: President Abraham Lincoln Hotel, 701 E. Adams St., Springfield, IL

Fee: $300 members, $350 non-members (Fee includes course materials, luncheon, refreshments)

To Register, go to:  https://www.asfmra.org/events/event-description?CalendarEventKey=def
174d7-dc08-412b-bf6e-019adad14165&Home=%2feducation%2feducation-calendar


