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“Whole Lot of Program” Set
for February Annual Meeting

whole lot of program” has been organized for
those attending the Chapter’s Annual Meeting
which will be held at the DoubleTree-by-Hilton in Bloomington February 16.
This is according to Steve Myers, AFM, Busey Ag
Services and chair of the event. “The committee has put
together an action-packed day of speakers and topics that
should check everyone’s box in terms of education and
information needs. And, by compressing all this into one
day, we are working to be considerate of our members’
valuable time.

“We have a powerful lineup of well-known, highly qualified speakers,” Myers says. “This group is also pretty
‘fresh’ meaning folks who have not presented at our meeting recently, or ever.”
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“Take a look at the agenda and you’ll see we start out the
morning with a real heavyweight in Dr. Bill Tierney and
then continue the momentum all the way through the day.
Myers says a goal of the planning group was to fill the
day with very topical subjects for both managers and appraisers, and close the day with another strong presentation. The day’s wrap-up will come from John Phipps from
U.S. Farm Report. “We for sure want to put everyone into
a very positive mode when we break for the Memorial
Scholarship Auction,” he explains.
Programming for the balance of the day will include
concurrent morning sessions with Lynn Clarkson from
Clarkson Grain and Darrell Dunteman, a columnist with
Farm Journal Media.
Afternoon sessions will include Dwight Raab, CEO of
Illinois FBFM, and Bryan Young, professor of weed
science at Purdue University. They will speak on farm
management issues. Programming addressing appraisal
topics are still being developed.
“We will once again have our noon luncheon dedicated to
member recognition with the presentation of the Hall of
Fame and Service to Agriculture awards as well as particular member citations,” Myers continues. This will be
followed immediately by the annual business meeting.
A social gathering targeting our Young Professionals
group is set for the evening of February 15 immediately
following the education program that will be held that
day. A program for spouses is also being developed.
The complete agenda and registration information is
available online at www.ispfmra.org.

Worry about equipment.
Worry about weather.
Don’t worry about SDS.
New ILeVO® seed treatment, from Bayer, is the first and only seed treatment proven to control
Sudden Death Syndrome in soybeans with activity against all nematodes including Soybean Cyst
Nematode. So choose ILeVO to control SDS, and you’ll have one less thing to worry about. Pair
ILeVO with Poncho®/VOTiVO® for triple-action protection against SDS, nematodes and insects.
Learn more at ILeVO.Bayer.com
© 2015 Bayer CropScience LP, 2 TW Alexander Drive, Research Triangle Park, NC 27709. Always read and follow label instructions. Bayer, the Bayer Cross, ILeVO, Poncho,
and VOTiVO are registered trademarks of Bayer. Not all products are registered for use in all states. For additional product information, call toll-free 1-866-99-BAYER
(1-866-992-2937) or visit our website at www.BayerCropScience.us. CR0915MULTI1B539V00R0
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Eric Says
by Eric Wilkinson, AFM
President
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Farm Managers and Rural
Appraisers

Greetings in the New Year!
The calendar has rolled over, and 2016 is in the books.
This past year has been very interesting, with many challenges and opportunities. If you would have told me a year ago that the Cubs would win the World
Series and that Donald Trump would be elected President, I would have thought
you were crazy. I have been a Cubs fan my whole life, but given their record, it
just did not seem likely. Now Donald Trump as President is still hard for most to
believe, regardless of your political affiliation. What matters is our Society had a
great year, and we look forward to more exciting things this year.
As the year changed, so did the leadership roles on the ISPFMRA board. We
extend a very big thank you to Randy Fransen as he leaves the Past-President
position, and Phil Eberle as our Academic Vice President after many years. Both
have kept this organization moving in the right direction and have served their
roles well.
We also thank Rick Hiatt for his great insight, leadership, and out-of-the-box
thinking. He and Carroll Merry were diligent in getting the board together for several face-to-face meetings that proved to be highly productive. We are glad Rick
is still providing us with continued guidance serving as Past-President.
We also welcome two new leaders to the board. Rob Woodrow joins us as our
Vice President, and Dr. Maria Boerngen as our Academic Vice President. It has
been great getting to know Rob at the last few meetings, and I look forward to
working with him on the board. Maria is at Illinois State University and is a new
member of our Society. You can find out more about Maria on page 10. We look
forward to her new ideas and also with maintaining our relationship with ISU.
I am especially honored and excited to serve as your chapter president in 2017.
Although I have only been a member for a little more than eight years, I have
been amazed at the passion and camaraderie of our members. It will be a great
challenge to even attempt to fill the shoes of Rick Hiatt and Randy Fransen, but I
assure you I will do my best.
I would also like to mention and congratulate the award recipients and newly
accredited members from our chapter who were recognized at the ASFMRA Annual Meeting. Our chapter was well represented this year. These members are all
featured on pages 12 and 17 in this newsletter.
As usual, we will kick off our new year with the Annual Meeting on February 15
and 16 in Bloomington. Steve Myers and his committee have done a great job in
putting together a great meeting agenda and speakers. One big change this year is
to try to be respectful of our members’ time and shorten the meetings by a half a
day. The 15th will be our education day and the 16th will be action-packed with
business and speakers, with the memorial scholarship auction as the Grand Finale.
Please make plans to join us at the DoubleTree on the 15th and 16th.
We also have our annual Land Values and Lease Trends Conference set for March

(Continued on Page 7)

YOU SELDOM FIND
THE KEY TO BETTER
CORN HYBRIDS HIDING
SOME WHERE IN A
300-PAGE MERGER AND
REORGANIZATION PLAN.
When you’re searching for the highest performing hybrids, there’s
just one place to find them. Right in the middle of a cornfield. Which,
coincidently, is exactly where we live and work. Wyffels Hybrids.
Better corn hybrids are hiding here. WYFFELS.COM | 800.369.7833

© 2016 Wyffels Hybrids Inc.
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We believe the best genetics deliver the highest yields.
Can success really be that simple?
FIND OUT FOR YOURSELF AT LEADINGGENETICS.COM
OUR SEED. YOUR SOIL. TOTAL SUCCESS.
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23rd at the Double Tree in Bloomington. Dave Klein and
his team have been busy planning, and I know it will be
another great event. This will also include the release of
our annual Land Values and Lease Trends Report, our
greatest effort and compilation of data and insight from
our members. Again, please plan to attend and participate.
I want to thank all of our committee chairs and members
who make our committees function. Your leadership and
hard work are what make our Chapter so great. I encourage any member who wants to get involved to reach out
to me or any of the board members to see how you can
get plugged in. You will find that you get more out of our
chapter by participating and becoming involved.
As a “Young Professional” in our chapter, I want to focus
our efforts on getting our next generation of leaders
ready for leadership roles. I also want to help to grow our
relationships with our colleges and universities to develop
recognition and membership. If anyone has any ideas
they would like to share to help achieve this goal, please
contact me.

Overall, I would just like to thank you for the opportunity
to serve as your President over the next year. Although
there continues to be uncertainty in our industry, I look
forward to the challenges that 2017 will bring.
Best Regards,

Rachael Schumaker
Regional Sales Manager
C:309-826-3919
rschumaker@conserviscorp.com

CONSERVIS IS CHANGING THE BUSINESS OF FARMING

Conservis helps track field activities, inventories, contracts and
yields all in one system.

Our heritage is protecting yours
So when it comes to protecting your farm, you need AgriPlus® from COUNTRY Financial®.
It’s made for your operation, whether your specialty is livestock, grain, or both. Be sure
to ask about coverage for your auto and farm vehicles, too.
Contact your local COUNTRY Financial representative today and grow your own way!

Issued by COUNTRY Mutual Insurance Company®, Bloomington, IL.

1214-565HO

THE STORY BEHIND

THE W ORLD’S MOST DIVERSE GENETIC AND TRAIT OFFERING
As an independent, family-owned seed company,
we’re dedicated to providing the right hybrids
for the right field, regardless of the trait or
source company. Not only do we continue
building our own line of proprietary germplasm,
but we cultivate unique relationships with elite
suppliers, giving farmers access to the most

diverse genetic and trait offerings in the world.
This competitive advantage offers peace of
mind, knowing that you can get the diversity
and trait protection you need from one company.
At Beck’s, we happily put aside pride and
competition to achieve one goal – provide our
customers with the very best seed products.

Always follow IRM, grain marketing and all other stewardship practices and pesticide label directions. Roundup Ready® crops contain genes that confer tolerance to glyphosate, the active ingredient in Roundup® brand agricultural herbicides. Roundup® brand
agricultural herbicides will kill crops that are not tolerant to glyphosate. B.t. products may not yet be registered in all states. Check with your seed representative for the registration status in your state. RIB Complete and Design®, RIB Complete®, Roundup Ready 2
Technology and Design®, Roundup Ready®, Roundup®, SmartStax and Design®, SmartStax®, and VT Double PRO® are trademarks of Monsanto Technology LLC. ®XL, Optimum and AcreMax are registered trademarks of Pioneer. Optimum® AcreMax® products available
in the XL® brand. XL brand seed is distributed by Beck’s Superior Hybrids, Inc. AMXT (Optimum® AcreMax® XTreme) - Contains a single-bag integrated refuge solution for above- and below-ground insects. The major component contains the Agrisure® RW trait, the
YieldGard® Corn Borer gene, and the Herculex® XTRA genes. In EPA-designated cotton growing counties, a 20% separate corn borer refuge must be planted with Optimum AcreMax XTreme products. LibertyLink® and the Water Droplet Design (reg’d), are trademarks
of Bayer. Herculex and the HX logo are registered trademarks of Dow AgroSciences, LLC. Herculex® I Insect Protection, Herculex® XTRA Insect Protection technology by Dow AgroSciences and Pioneer Hi-Bred. Phoenix®, Agrisure®, Agrisure Viptera® and E-Z Refuge® are
trademarks of a Syngenta Group Company. Caution: Do not spray E-Z Refuge® products with Liberty® Brand Herbicides. Phoenix® brand seed is distributed by Beck’s Superior Hybrids, Inc. Escalate™ and the Escalate logo are trademarks of Beck’s Superior Hybrids, Inc.

Contribution Leveraged into Drone Raffle
for Memorial Scholarship Funding
A

challenge to ‘grow’ a contribution to the ISPFMRA
Memorial Scholarship has developed into a raffle for
a drone that could reap well over $3,000 for the scholarship fund.
In mid-2016 long-time ISPFMRA member and Past
President Penny Lauritzen made a $1,000 contribution to
the Memorial Scholarship Program with a challenge to
‘grow” the contribution into a larger amount. The contribution came from Lauritzen as part of her sharing a
$10,000 award from the Farm Credit System as a Top 10
Farm Credit Fresh Perspective Honoree. (See ISPFMRA
Insights, Fall, 2016 issue.)
Thomas Wargel, AFM, Black Prairie Ag Services, a
long-time active member on the Scholarship committee,
seized upon the concept and approached David Trainor,
the Precision Technologies and Wargel’s contact with Van
Horn, Inc. Wargel had recently purchased a drone from
Van Horn and he asked about acquiring a state-of-the-art
drone that could be raffled to members as a fund-raiser
for the scholarship fund.
This started a ball rolling that has resulted in the donation
of a drone package that features a Phantom 4 Pro quadcopter from DJI that is being offered as a raffle item this
spring. The unit features a 3-axis-stabilized gimbal camera with a 20MP, 1” CMOS sensor capable of shooting up
to 4K/60fps video as well as photo bursts at up to 14 fps.
The package from Van Horn includes a remote controller,
batteries, changing system and other features that bring
the value of the unit to over $2,000.
A Marco Polo RC model tracking and recovery system
has been purchased with a portion of the challenge contribution to complete the drone package.”. This allows
operators to recover ‘fly-aways’ when the unexpected
happens during a flight.
Only 150 Raffle Tickets Available
Details on the raffle are being finalized as this issue of
Insights is produced, but the plan is this:
• 150 raffle tickets will be made available.
• The cost of each ticket will be $25 with an ultimate 		
goal of $3,750 being raised for the scholarship fund.
• The drawing to determine the winner will come either
at the February Annual Meeting or at the March Land
Values Conference....depending on when all the tick-		
ets are sold.
• Details on how the tickets can be purchased are being 		

worked out and information will be sent to all 		
members when completed.
“We are absolutely ecstatic with what Thomas has been
able to make happen with this drone raffle,” says Seth
Baker, AFM, First Illinois Ag Group, Memorial Scholarship Committee chair.
“We’re able to offer something really new and exciting
to our scholarship fund raising program, some member is
going to get a really great drone for their use, and we’ve
been able to meet Penny’s challenge to grow her contribution.”

Take A Chance
and

WIN

a Phantom 4 Pro
from DJI (valued at over $2,100!!)

Drone package made available through generosity of Van Horn, Inc.,
a Leader in Ag Services and Ag Technologies for Central Illinois since 1934

The Phantom 4 Pro from DJI boasts a 3-axis-stabilized gimbal camera with a 20MP, 1” CMOS sensor capable of shooting up to 4K/60fps
video and well as photo bursts at up to 14 fps. The hull has been updated from the previous Phantom 4, now featuring magnesium alloy
construction for increased rigidity and reduced weight. The Flight Autonomy system adds dual rear-vision sensors plus infrared sensing
for a total of five directions of obstacle sensing and four directions of obstacle avoidance. The Phantom 4 Pro+ features a high-luminance
display integrated into the remote controller.
DJI Phantom 4 Pro Quadcopter package includes:
•
Remote Controller for Phantom 4 Pro Quadcopter
•
2 Flight Battery
•
AC Cable for Battery Charger
•
USB OTG Cable
•
16GB microSD Card
•
Marco Polo RC Model Tracking & Recovery

•
•
•
•
•

4 x Propeller Pairs
Battery Charger
Gimbal Clamp
Micro-USB Cable
Nanuk Waterproof Case

ALL proceeds go to the ISPFMRA Memorial Scholarship Program

Only 150 Tickets will be available for purchase.
Tickets are $25 each
Drawing will be held at 2017 ISPFMRA Annual Meeting
OR
2017 Land Values Conference
(depending on when all tickets are sold)

You need NOT be present to win!
Details on purchasing tickets will be available SOON as we work through the
legal details of making this offer available.

Member
Spotlight
Maria Boerngen, Ph.D.
Illinois State University
Dr. Maria Boerngen is the new
Academic Vice President for
ISPFMRA.
She grew up in Murphysboro,
Illinois, and spent much of her
childhood on her grandparents’
farm in “southernmost Illinois.”
She joined the Illinois State
University Department of
Agriculture faculty in the fall of
2015 as an assistant professor
of agribusiness. Prior to that,
she served for nine years on
the agriculture faculty at Lake Land College in Mattoon,
Illinois.
Maria earned a bachelor’s degree in Plant & Soil Science
from Southern Illinois University, and her master’s and
Ph.D. in agricultural economics from the University of
Illinois.
Her courses at ISU include Farm Management, Farm
Supply & Food Industry Management, Farm Commodity
Pricing, and Commodity Futures & Options. Her research
focuses on information transfer and on-farm decision
making.
In addition to the ISPFMRA and ASFMRA, she is a member of the North American Colleges and Teachers of Agriculture
(NACTA), the Agricultural and Applied
Economics Association (AAEA), and the
Illinois Association of Community College Agriculture Instructors (IACCAI).
She and her husband, Eric, live in
Normal. Outside of work, Dr. Boerngen
enjoys running, reading, traveling, attending ISU athletics events, and riding
on the back of her husband’s Harley.
Maria will officially be appointed to
the position during the 2018 Annual
Business meeting on February 16. She
succeeds Phil Eberle, Southern Illinois
University, who has been in this position
for a number of years.

Her duties will be primarily to serve as the liaison between ISPFMRA and the various universities and colleges in the state with agricultural education and research
programs.
She will work closely with the Memorial Scholarship
committee as the official Board representative. She will
also interface with the Young Professionals committee
and serve as a voting delegate to the ASFMRA Annual
Conference if needed.
Her term will be for 3 years at which time the appointment may be renewed or moved to someone at another
Illinois university or college.
Welcome, Dr. Boerngen!!

			 CALL Seth Baker
to list your Memorial Scholarship Auction
Items.
217-872-6296
or
seth.baker@firstillinoisaggroup.com

Illinois Members Cited at ASFMRA Meeting
Accredited Farm Managers

John Benz, AFM
Farmers National Company

Harrison Thadd Fosdick, AFM
Farmers National Company

John Kennedy, AFM
Farmers National Company

Adam Kestner, AFM
Farmers National Company

Accredited Rural Appraiser

Durkin Young
1st Farm Credit Services

Robert Warmbir, AFM
Hertz Farm Management, Inc.

Nick Westgerdes, AFM
Farmers National Company

40-Year Members

Steven Lott AFM, Retired

Paul Marsh, AFM, ARA
Prudential Ag Investments

Duanne Streitmatter, AFM

Bobbie Swires, AFM

50-Year member
Mark L. Breeden, AFM
Hertz Farm Management
Kenneth Bryant, AFM
Bryant and Associates
W. Stephen Moser, AFM,
Retired
Marty Thornton, AFM
Heartland Bank & Trust

Ray Brownfield, AFM, LandPro
LLC, addresses the assembly
during the ASFMRA Annual
Conference held in November.
Brownfield was cited for 50 years
of continuous membership in
ASFMRA and ISPFMRA.

the first fAmily of
single-bAg refuge solutions.
AutomAtic compliAnce And eAse of plAnting in every bAg.
• The broadest choice in above and below ground insect protection
• The truly simple refuge-in-a-bag solution for the
Corn-Growing Area; just fill your planter and go
Contact your seed rep or go to genuity.com/ribcomplete

Important: Genuity® RIB Complete® are blended seed corn products that require the planting of a structured refuge in the Cotton-Growing area. always read and follow IrM, grain marketing and all
other stewardship practices and pesticide label directions. Details of these practices can be found in the trait stewardship responsibilities Notice to Farmers printed in this publication.
rIBCOM029454 rIB_Page_ad
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This class will be held inconjunction with the
ISPFMRA 2017 Annual Meeting set for Feb. 16, 2017
DoubleTree-by-Hilton
10 Brickyard Drive, Bloomington, IL

0 17
1 5, 2

8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Wednesday, February 15, 2017

y
ruar
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Appraising Ag Facilities

One of the most difficult assignments an appraiser will encounter is the valuation of an agricultural facility. This seminar
reviews the underlying appraisal theory relative to facility appraisals and then apply the theory specifically to the valuation of a poultry farm. In this seminar, we will discuss what is actually being valued in an agricultural facility, review
applicable terminology, discuss the overall appraisal process beginning with problem identification, then walk through a
real-world example detailing sales analysis and following through all the traditional approaches to value.
Herb Meyer recommends this seminar as a very good seminar that is focused on Poultry, but will be good for
anyone wanting to prepare facility or odd ball appraisal reports. “Mark’s area analysis is something we don’t talk
about enough and will be one of the great take-aways from this class.”
Contact Hours: 7 hours
This course qualifies for 7 hours of continuing education for appraisers with the Illinois Department of Financial and
Professional Regulation’s Appraisal Division and the ASFMRA.
Instructor:

Mark A. Lewis, ARA, RPRA
Lewis & Seely Appraisals, Inc.
Lufkin, TX

Fees:

$275.00 (Does NOT include lunch -- does include reception following the class)
(Add $45 for registration received after February 5.)
ALL attendees MUST register in advance. No Walk-Ins will be allowed.

Name ___________________________________________________ ASFMRA Member # _______________
Company _______________________________________________
City ____________________________________ State ________ ZIP _____________________
e-mail address ___________________________________________________________________
(Required for registration confirmation)

Telephone _____________________________________________________
Credit Card # ______________________________________________ Exp. Date _____________
(Sorry. No American Express)

Submit registration form to: ISPFMRA
N78W14573 Appleton Ave., #287
Menomonee Falls, WI 53051

Telephone: 262-253-6902

or Fax to: 262-253-6903

ispfmra@countryside-marketing.com

REGISTER ONLINE at
http://www.ispfmra.org/2016/12/12/register-online-appraising-ag-facilities-seminar/
Lodging: A block of rooms is reserved for Tuesday, February 14 at the DoubleTree-by-Hilton. Room rate is
$120 plus taxes under “Illinois Society of Farm Managers” block. Call 309-664-6446 to make reservations.
Room block expires on January 17, 2017.

4.6 Miles to CIRA
Attached to TGIFriday’s
Indoor Pool
Fitness Center
Full Service Bar
Seasonal Courtyard

Will Illinois Community Banks Make Farm Loans in 2017?
by John Blanchfield

USDA

projects that 2016 net cash farm income
will come in around $94 billion, down
from the record $135 billion received in 2012. After more
than a decade of spectacular returns, farmers are now
trying to right size their business models to meet this new
reality.

Bankers have increased concerns about their ag loan portfolios as more and more farm customers seek refinancing
of unpaid operating loan advances. Will credit from community banks be available to Illinois farmers in 2017?
While the current economic data points to a rather grim
reality for farmers, there are many mitigating factors that
may make the adjustments being made by farmers less
painful. Many farmers are still holding cash they acquired
when times were good. Farm real estate values have not
declined precipitously. Debt levels remain relatively low,
and as a result, many farmers have healthy balance sheets
that will enable them right size their payments to their
reduced cash flows.
Despite political turmoil over the creation of the last farm
bill (The Agriculture Act of 2014), agriculture ended up
with a fairly conventional piece of farm legislation that
will pay some serious money to farmers if prices remain
low. In 2015, the first year that there was a payout, the
Farm Bill paid $5.2 billion to over 976,000 farms. Illinois
farmers received $231 million in payments in 2015. This
year the Farm Bill will pay over $7 billion to 1.7 million
farms, and Illinois farmers will receive over $873 million.
These payments started going out to Illinois farmers in
October.
Banks will not escape all pain during this period of
economic adjustment, but there are three key elements
in place today that will help bankers mitigate the painful
economic adjustments that are occurring in agriculture.
Congress created a unique lending tool just for ag lenders at the end of the 1980s - a secondary market for farm
real estate mortgages known as Farmer Mac. To this day,
many community banks fund their long term farm real
estate lending with volatile short term deposits and hold
these loans in portfolio. As a result they are vulnerable
to both credit and interest rate risk. Community bankers
have the opportunity to use the secondary market created
by Farmer Mac to enable them to originate long term,
fixed rate farm mortgages. Farmer Mac enables banks to
preserve the relationship with their farm customers while
shedding credit and interest rate risks. It is not agricultural
real estate lending like it was done in the past, but it is a
way for community banks to safely compete against other,
larger lenders.
USDA, through the Farm Service Agency, now provides a
credible guaranteed loan program that has enabled banks
to extend credit to over 35,000 farmers who would not
qualify for credit without a guaranty. Demands on fund-

ing for the guaranteed loan program hit all-time highs
in 2016, reflecting the expanded use of the program by
bankers.
Following the farm financial crisis in the 1980s, a group
of bankers got together to standardize what constituted
a standard set of farm financial statements and to reach
agreement on how to analyze them. The result, under the
stewardship of the Farm Financial Standards Council,
is an industry agreed to set of financial statements for
agricultural producers and an agreed to set of financial
ratios that bankers use to analyze the information. There
is still much work to be done to improve farm financial
standards, but a strong foundation has been laid.
Illinois community banks that have the desire, creativity
and the staff needed to stay in agricultural banking will
find new opportunities in this environment. Agricultural
lending is a key component of the success of many Illinois community banks, and it will remain so.
John Blanchfield owns Agricultural Banking Advisory Services, an
independent consultancy that works for community banks that serve
farmers and ranchers. He oversaw agricultural banking policy for the
American Bankers Association in Washington for over 25 years. He
can be reached at john.blanchfield@verizon.net

Corn growers,
your ship has come in.
Contact your local
Golden Harvest® Seed Advisor
or NK® retailer for information.

© 2016 Syngenta. Enogen®, Golden Harvest ®, NK®, the Alliance Frame, the Purpose
Icon and the Syngenta logo are trademarks of a Syngenta Group Company.
www.syngenta-us.com
MW 1ENG6024-3.75x5 09/16

Eric Wilkinson Cited at ASFMRA
ISPFMRA’s newest president,
Eric Wilkinson,
AFM, Hertz Farm
Management,
Kankakee, IL, was
presented the ASFMRA Early Career
Award during the
American Society’s
national conference
in November 2016.
This national award,
given annually
by the ASFMRA,
recognizes an
outstanding “early
career” member.
This award recognizes younger
members who are
making outstanding
contributions to their
local chapter(s), the ASFMRA, and their local communities during their
first 10 years of ASFMRA membership.
Wilkinson served as the Young Professionals Network representative
on the ASFMRA Leadership Council for two years prior to moving into
the leadership chairs of the Illinois Chapter.

Items for ISPFMRA
Memorial Scholarship
Auction.
Bring to Annual
Meeting Registration on
February 16.
Auction is that
evening at
DoubleTree-by-Hilton,
Bloomington

HELPING FARM FAMILIES SUCCEED
today and tomorrow

12 full time appraisers
Serving the southern 60

counties in Illinois.

www.farmcreditIL.com

At Community Bankers Conference
ISPFMRA President Rick Hiatt hosted a display at the recent CBAI Community Bank Directors Conference held at the Crown Plaza in Springfield,
IL in December 2016. One hundred fifty five Community Bank directors attended the conference from around the State of Illinois to hear a series of
presentations on Preparing your Bank for Uncertainties in 2017, Connecting the dots to strong Capital accounts, updates on Legislation and Regulation, Leveraging Relationships with the Media, and What Directors Should Know about their Bank’s Risk Management.
Rick distributed to every attendee the
notice of ISPFMRA Land Values and
Lease Trends Seminar coming up in
March at the DoubleTree Hotel in Bloomington, IL. He also answered questions
about services provided to bankers
by Illinois Society Members. He notes
that “Community Bankers’ customers
and Illinois Society customers are very
closely aligned. The Farm Departments,
Trust Departments, and Ag Lending
Departments of Community Banks are
interested in our timely and professional
appraisal services, independent consulting for their borrowers and management services to landowners who are
customers of the Bank. These services
are confidential and respect the Bank
relationship with the client.”
Brochures, membership directories, and
2016 Land Values books were available to all attendees. He stated this was
the second year of hosting a booth at
the conference and he perceived the
value for developing relationships with
community Bankers to be invaluable.
“Clients, philosophies and services are
very complimentary.”

Upcoming Events
January 17

Cut-off date for lodging for February events

March 23

February 7

Community Bankers Association of Illinois
Ag Lenders Conference, Springfield, IL

July 2 - 7

Illinois Land Values Conference
DoubleTree by Hilton, Bloomington, IL
International Farm Management Congress,
Edinburgh, Scotland

February 15

Appraising Ag Facilities Education Class
DoubleTree by Hilton, Bloomington, IL

July 17 - 21

ASFMRA Summer Education Week,
Omaha, NE

February 16

ISPFMRA Annual Meeting
DoubleTree by Hilton, Bloomington, IL

August 17, 18

ISPFMRA Summer Tour
Rend Lake, IL area

TradeTalk Commercial Sponsor Exhibition

August 30

Summer Snapshot Survey Press Briefing
at Farm Progress Show, Decatur, IL

February 28

Cut-off date for lodging for March events

March 22

Appraising Natural Resources Education Class

Property Taxes in Illinois
Real Estate Ethics
		 Education offerings for realtors
co-sponsored with RLI
DoubleTree by Hilton, Bloomington, IL

September 11-15
ASFMRA Leadership Institute,
Washington, D.C.
November 13 - 17
ASFMRA Annual Conference
Savannah, GA

FOR 80 YEARS

AGRIGOLD HAS RELENTLESSLY
PURSUED BETTER.

BETTER

SEED
RESEARCH
KNOWLEDGE
RESULTS

For over 80 years our focus has been to help corn growers
maximize crop results. That pursuit hasn’t changed... even
though we’ve grown, we’re still independent.
Independence can provide growers access to one of the
most diverse genetic seed lineups in the business. We
provide the freedom to choose the latest traits and treatments
and more knowledge and passion to push you towards
higher yields to make the most out of every season.

TRUE PARTNERS

Being an AgriGold Corn Specialist means being invested,
being knowledgable, being honest and truthful. These men
and women represent some of the best in the industry.
They’re not just seed reps. They’re true partners. This year,
just like every other year, they will be right beside our
customers through it all, because being direct to farm is the
only way we know. To continue that tradition of trust, of
pursuing the best, of defining the future, we evolve as our
customers’ needs change.
In 2017 we’re bringing something new to our customers’
farms, AgriGold soybeans. For the first time in our history we
will offer, in limited quantity, select soybeans powered by the
most advanced traits and treatments.
We’re also introducing the most advanced field management
tool in the industry, to help you get even more out of every
acre, Advantage Acre. Advantage Acre is a comprehensive
suite of technologies that turns knowledge into power with
tools including, in depth product information, innovative soil
mapping technologies, advanced weather forecasting and
variable rate planting.
We know how hard you work, and we’ll be right there
alongside you. AgriGold... A TRUE PARTNER.

AgriGold® and design are registered trademarks of AgReliant Genetics, LLC. © 2016 AgReliant Genetics, LLC

In Memoriam
Mac I. Boyd, ARA, ALC, 		
GRI
Farmers National Company
Arcola, IL

Joel R. Hertz, AFM, AAC,
		ARA
Hertz Farm Management, Inc.
Monticello, IL

Dale A. Clary, AFM, ALC
Greene Farm Management
Service
Dunlap, IL

Hobart R. Hinderliter
Rankin Farms
Jacksonville, IL
Richard P. Kesler
University of Illinois
Savoy, IL

Make a new home online.

We know the Web.

We know ag communications.
We know what you need.

Websites. Social media. Audio & video.

ISPFMRA members get 20% oﬀ a new website!
Contact David Brazeal

ISPFMRA and FFSC Website Manager

417.766.6997
dbrazeal@hightidecomm.com

The Leader in Seed, Fertilizer,
Chemicals, Ag Services &
Technologies for
Central Illinois since 1934

Eleven Locations













Cerro Gordo
Warrensburg
Macon
Dewitt
Bethany
Findlay
Sullivan
Goodwine
Minier
Delavan
Havana

vanhorninc.com

@vanhorninc

facebook.com/vanhorninc

Appraiser Education Seminar Offering
Appraising Natural Resources

8 CE hours (This course qualifies for 8 hours of continuing education for appraisers with the Illinois Department of Financial and
Professional Regulation’s Appraisal Division and the ASFMRA)

Wednesday, March 22, 2017 (Day preceding 2017 Illinois Land Values / Lease Trends Conference)
Doubletree by Hilton, Bloomington, IL 10 Brickyard Drive, Bloomington, IL 61701
Presented by Illinois Society of Professional Farm Managers and Rural Appraisers
An advanced course designed to apply valuation techniques to properties which include mineral rights, water rights, timber and/or wind.
The course differentiates between each of these property rights, yet identifies whereby the basic valuation process can be
applied. Appraisal procedures and techniques are addressed emphasizing market extraction or all components used in the three
approaches to value. The mineral section of the course contains segments which consistently apply the appraisal theory and procedures
to elements such as surface mining. The water section deals with commercial and recreational applications, split estates and ownership.
Timber, mineral deposits and water rights are uniformly analyzed to demonstrate common valuation processes applicable to otherwise
unique and complex properties. This course provides practical applications in each of the valuation approaches through case studies.
Times: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. with 30-minute lunch break (luncheon included with registration fee)
Instructor:

Fees:

John Widdoss, ARA, MAI
Hall-Widdoss & Co., Inc.
20072 Bear Ridge Road
Spearfish, SD 57783

$275 (Includes lunch and cash-bar reception following the course)

Name ___________________________________________________ ASFMRA Member # _______________
Company _______________________________________________
City ____________________________________ State ________ ZIP _____________________
e-mail address ___________________________________________________________________
(Required for registration confirmation)

Telephone _____________________________________________________
Credit Card # ______________________________________________ Exp. Date _____________
(Sorry. No American Express)

Submit registration form to:

ISPFMRA
N78W14573 Appleton Ave., #287
Menomonee Falls, WI 53051
or Fax to: 262-253-6903

Telephone: 262-253-6902
ispfmra@countryside-marketing.com
REGISTER ONLINE --- go to
http://www.ispfmra.org/2016/12/09/register-online-appraising-natural-resources-seminar/
Lodging: A block of rooms is reserved for Tuesday, March 21 at the Doubletree by Hilton. Room rate is $120 plus taxes under
“Illinois Society of Farm Managers” block. Call 309-664-6446 or 1-800-333-FREE
Room block expires on February 28.
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Property Taxes
and

Real Estate Ethics
Wednesday, March 22, 2017
DoubleTree-by-Hilton
Bloomington, IL

Note: These courses are sponsored by the Illinois REALTORS® in conjunction with the Decatur Association of REALTORS®, the Illinois
Farm & Land Chapter of the REALTORS® Institute and the Illinois Society of Professional Farm Managers and Rural Appraisers

FI - 1103 Property Taxes in Illinois (3-hour elective)
Time: 9 a.m. - Noon (Registration 8:30 a.m. - 9 a.m.)

Instructor: Norm Willoughby -- License # 563-000113

DESCRIPTION: This course is an introduction to the basic principles and concepts of the Illinois property tax system. Property taxes in Illinois
are the major source of revenues for local unites of government, schools and local taxing bodies and districts. Over the past 30 years, property
taxes have become a major expense for property owners and can be an obstacle to ownership. The property tax system in Illinois is confusing,
cumbersome and intimidating to most citizens. The purpose of this course is to give real estate agents a better understanding of the system
and provide a simple approach to the basics of property taxes. The agent should then be able to better explain and provide information to their
clients, when assisting them in a real estate transaction. Test required at completion of program.

ETH - 1517 Real Estate Ethics (3-hour elective)
Time: 1 p.m. - 4 p.m.

Instructor: Norm Willoughby -- License # 563-000113

DESCRIPTION: This course will provide the student with an up to date look at the National Association of REALTORS® 2014 Code of Ethics. It
provides a history of the Code of Ethics, a study of the Code of Ethics and Pathways to Professionalism. In addition, the student will learn the
process of filing an ethics complaint and a request for arbitration and how it is adjudicated within the local board/association. Finally, the student
will review case interpretations authorized by the National Association of REALTORS® and learn how the cases were evaluated and resolved.
Test required at completion of program.

Property Taxes and Real Estate Ethics

[ ] $ 105 ASFMRA/RLI Members,

[ ] $115 for non-members

(includes materials, luncheon, reception)

Note: Registration for these activities is separate from and DOES NOT include registration for the Illinois Land Values Conference

Name ___________________________________________________ License # _______________
Company _______________________________________________
City ____________________________________ State ________
e-mail address ___________________________________________________________________
(Required for registration confirmation)

Telephone _____________________________________________________
Credit Card # ______________________________________________ Exp. Date _____________
(Sorry. No American Express)

Submit registration form to:

ISPFMRA
N78W14573 Appleton Ave., #287
Menomonee Falls, WI 53051
or Fax to: 262-253-6903
Telephone: 262-253-6902

ispfmra@countryside-marketing.com

REGISTER ONLINE --- go to http://ispfmra.org/2017/01/10/register-now-property-taxes-real-estate-ethics/
If you have any disabilities that require special accommodations, please identify those special needs: ___________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Lodging: A block of rooms is reserved for Tuesday, March 21 at the Doubletree by Hilton.
Room rate is $120 plus taxes under “Illinois Society of Farm Managers” block.
Call 309-664-6446 or 1-800-333-FREE to make reservations.
Room block expires on February 28.
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Jeff Peine
Grower
Leah Addington
Pioneer Sales Professional

HIGH -YIELDING
PRODUCTS

Pioneer.com/GrowingPoint
PIONEER® brand products are provided subject to the terms and conditions of purchase which are part of the labeling and purchase documents.
® TM SM
, , Trademarks and service marks of DuPont, Pioneer or their respective owners. © 2016 PHII. DUPPBR16034VA

Josh Shofner
DuPont Pioneer Field Agronomist

LOCAL
PIONEER TEAM

ON-FARM
AGRONOMY TRIALS

Our Commercial Sponsors
We would like to acknowledge our commercial sponsors whose support greatly enriches the programs of the
Illinois Society of Professional Farm Managers and Rural Appraisers:

Platinum Level
					

AgriGold Hybrids

Scott Williamson 217-778-6485 scott.williamson@agrigold.com

Bayer

Eric Ifft 309-825-3730 eric.ifft@bayer.com

Beck’s Hybrids

Chad Kalaher 309-319-8680 chad.kalaher@beckshybrids.com

Doubletree by Hilton

Kaitlin Muckey 309-661-7584 kaitlin.muckey@hilton.com

LG Seeds

Paul Handsaker 815-238-2187 paul.handsaker@lgseeds.com

Monsanto

Will Mullenix 309-824-1755 will.mullenix@monsanto.com

Pioneer

Lonnie Smith 402-309-0843 lonnie.smith@pioneer.com

Van Horn, Inc.

David Trainor 309-830-4436 dtrainor@vanhorninc.com

Wyffels Hybrids

Gold Level

Stan Tarr 309-838-4138 starr@wyffels.com

1st Farm Credit Services

Dick Weber 309-268-0336 dweber@1stfarmcredit.com

COUNTRY Financial

Craig Conroy 309-821-2216 craig.conroy@countryfinancial.com

Farm Credit Illinois

Silver
			

Rod Stoll 217-590-2174 rod.stoll@farmcredit.com

Ag Drainage, Inc.

Brad Henry 217-696-2381 bhenry@agdrainage.com

Agricultural Soil Management (ASM)
Don Van Engelenburg 217-202-1314 asm@volomail.net

Enogen® by Syngenta

Bronze

Craig Abell 217-649-7528 craig.abell@syngenta.com

Rachel Schumaker

Conservis

309-826-3919

rschumaker@conservixcorp.com

Please show your support and purchase Products/Services from these companies
whenever it is appropriate to do so.

Remember the warm, sunny days of the Summer Tour?

2018 ISPFMRA Summer Tour
August 17, 18
Rend Lake, IL
Don’t Miss It !!

Coming March 23

What IS happening with
Illinois Farmland Values?
2017 Illinois Land Values Conference
8 a.m. - Noon, Thursday, March 23, 2017
DoubleTree by Hilton, Bloomington, IL

• What factors will affect price increases / decreases?
• What’s the mood of Midwest lenders?
• Where are commodity prices headed?
• What to expect for rent rates?
• And MORE......
Scheduled speakers include:
David Oppedahl -- Publisher of AgLetter, the quarterly newsletter from the Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago
Dr. Bruce Sherrick -- Director of TIAA-CREF Center for Farmland Research at the University of Illinois
Kevin Van Trump -- Founder of Farm Direction and publisher of the weekly Van Trump Report
David Klein, AFM, ALC -- Vice President, Managing Broker, and Agricultural Asset Manager for Soy Capital
Ag Services
Dr. Gary Schnitkey -- Farm Management Specialist in the Department of Agricultural and Consumer Economics,
University of Illinois
Plus -- everyone attending receives a copy of the 2017 Illinois Land Values and Lease Trends Report

Registration is OPEN NOW!!
$70 for ISPFMRA / RLI Members
$85 for non-members

Advance registration is recommended but not required

Register online at
http://www.ispfmra.org/category/land-values/
Presented by the Illinois Society
of Professional Farm Managers
and Rural Appraisers

2017 Illinois Land Values Conference

			Presented by the Illinois Society of Professional Farm Managers and Rural Appraisers
General Registration

				

(Includes 1 copy of 2017 Land Values and Lease Trends Report)		

[ ] $70 ASFMRA/RLI Members
[ ] $85 Non-Members

								Total $ _________________
		
Name ___________________________________________________ ASFMRA Member # _______________
Company _______________________________________________
City ____________________________________ State ___________
E-mail address ___________________________________________________________________
						

(Required for registration confirmation)

Telephone _____________________________________________________

Credit Card # ______________________________________________ Exp. Date _____________
CE Credit Note: Attendance at the full program qualifies for 4 hours of ASFMRA CE for Thursday, March 23, 2017

Submit registration form to: ISPFMRA
				N78W14573 Appleton Ave., #287
				Menomonee Falls, WI 53051

or Fax to: 262-253-6903

OR
Register online at www.ispfmra.org
IMPORTANT NOTICE: If you have any disabilities that require special accommodations, please identify those special needs:

_________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Doubletree by Hilton

10 Brickyard Drive
Bloomington, IL
A block of sleeping rooms has been set aside at the Doubletree. Rates for the Land Values Conference is $120
per night. Reservations can be made by calling the hotel directly at 309-664-6446. The room block is in the
name of Illinois Society of Farm Managers.
Lodging Reservations must be made by February 28, 2017

