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Summer Tour in Lincoln Area:
“We’re Set to Go!!” -- Woodrow

“The planning committee for the 2015 
ISPFMRA Summer Tour did a ‘dry run’ 
of the entire program on June 10 and 
Chairman Rob Woodrow, AFM, Farm-

land Solutions, LLC,has declared “We’re set to go.”

Joined by committee members Kent Kraft, AFM, Farm-
land Solutions, LLC, Tom Toohill, AFM, Soy Capital Ag 
Services, Roger Leach, AFM, AAC, CCA, U.S. Bank 
Farm Management, and Matt Wyss, AFM, Heartland 
Bank and Trust Company, the group covered the entire 
route for the tour doing mileage and time checks. With 
ISPFMRA EVP Carroll Merry driving, the group took all 
the roads the motor tour will follow on July 16 and 17. 
“We’ve done this in the past and it’s a great way to check 
our travel times and confirm what everyone is going to 
see on the actual tour,” Merry says.

“So far registrations have been on track but we encourage 
everyone to get registered early so we don’t run out of 
rooms at the hotel,” Woodrow stresses. Lodging will be at 
the Best Western Plus Lincoln Inn. June 30 is the cutoff 
date for the room block. Reservations should be made 
directly with the hotel at 217-732-9641.

A roster of currently planned activities include:
• Weaver Popcorn Company, Forest City 
• TN&W Irrigation, Manito This stop will include 
some field visits (weather permitting) showing in-field 
sensors and new pivot technology, so wear comfort-
able shoes. -- open-toed sandals are not recommended.
• 360 Yield Center, Morton
• River Valley Farm, Tremont 
• Evening social at American Legion in Lincoln

The program on July 17 will start at the American Legion, 
Logan Post No. 263 which is immediately adjacent to the 
hotel. Following breakfast the group will hear a presenta-
tion on some of the challenges of growing medical mari-
juana. Following that the group will travel via personal 
vehicle caravan to the Sysco Foods Distribution Facility. 
This is less than 2 miles directly west of the Legion Post. 
The day’s activities will end there at the conclusion of the 
tour and everyone can leave accordingly.

Summer Tour Committee On-Site at 360 Yield Center
(From left) Rob Woodrow, Tom Toohill, Matt Wyss, Kent Kraft and 
Roger Leach pose in front of the corporate headquarters of 360 Yield 
Center near Morton. The Summer Tour is Lincoln-based July 16, 17.
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Randy  Says

(Continued on Page 7)

What a great time of the year to be a Farm Man-
ager or Rural Appraiser in Illinois. Although 

we often have to “pay” for our time out of our of-
fices with paperwork piles and phone messages when we return, isn’t it terrific to 
be in a profession where our duty is to watch and describe the unfolding of a new 
season?  

 Depending upon where you are located within this great agricultural state, 
various challenges have presented themselves in the form of dry seedbeds, wet 
seedbeds, tornados, cold soils, pests and disease pressure, and myriad other pos-
sible challenges. What a great benefit for our clients to remain informed of these 
challenges and to have professionals working on their behalf to meet and antici-
pate problems and issues, rather than simply reacting to them. Likewise, the ap-
praisal world is full of uncertainty and you as professionals, make your valuation 
opinions based upon the absolute best information for your clients. Obviously, 
developing farmland value estimates under current circumstances is not an easy 
task, or something to be taken lightly. Bottom line -- I am very, very proud of our 
“professional” membership and our contribution to Illinois agriculture.

 The 20th Land Values & Lease Trends Conference at the DoubleTree in Bloom-
ington was another success. Although our attendance was down slightly from the 
2014 conference, there was still outstanding support by many sponsors and adver-
tisers of our 2015 Illinois Land Values and Lease Trends report. This conference 
provides solid financial substance to our Illinois Society budget, thanks to many 
in our membership.

 Kudos to Carroll Merry and his crew for, once again, topping their performance 
from the previous year. The Land Values and Lease Trends report has evolved 
into a very professionally presented “magazine quality” document. And again, 
the University of Illinois contribution in the form of Dr. Bruce Sherrick and Gary 
Schnitkey, PhD. was wonderful. Regional Chairs of this land values effort provide 
the heart and soul of the data collection and their commitment to provide live 
information on values has helped keep this program highly successful. Finally, the 
ring leader, Dale Aupperle, AFM, ARA, has continued to be a great cheerleader 
for the Illinois Society effort. Nobody can deny that Dale’s organizational skills 
and steadfast promotion of the Illinois Society and this annual land values confer-
ence/report effort have been of value to our entire membership. Thank you, all.

 Hey, summer is what we wait for all winter and it is coming at us quickly again 
this year. Rob Woodrow, AFM, as Chair of the 2015 Summer Tour, has done an 
excellent job of forward planning for this event. This year’s tour will be based 
out of Lincoln and will occur on Thursday, July 16th and Friday, July 17th. Rob 
and his committee have put together a great itinerary of interesting tour stops. 
Among other things, Society members will have the opportunity to learn about 



Ready for a big haul? Plant LG Seeds in your fields. 
The LG Seeds advantage means more bushels per acre 
on every acre you plant – big results year after year.

To learn more about LG Seeds and our  
performance advantage, visit lgseeds.com/BIG 
or call 800-752-6847.

®big yields are coming.

our seed. your soil. total success.
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2015 ISPFMRA Leadership Team
2015 Committee Chairs

Annual Meeting - 2015 @ Peoria  Steve Burrow,  
       AFM
Annual Meeting - 2016 @ Springfield Thomas Peters,  
       AFM
Appraisal (Divergency) Review  LeeAnn Moss,  
       Ph.D., ARA
Appraisal Education  Dan Legner, ARA 
        Herb Meyer, ARA
Audit      Dan Cribben,
       AFM, ARA
Bylaws      Winnie Stortzum,  
       ARA
Commercial Sponsorship  Brian S. Neville,  
       AFM   
        Thomas Wargel,  
       AFM
Ethics      Allen D. Worrell,  
       AFM
Farmland Values/Lease Trends Survey/ 
2015 Illinois Land Values Conference   Dale Aupperle,  
       AFM, ARA   
Conference Meeting   Tim Harris, AFM  
        Winnie Stortzum,  
       AFM    
 Advertising   Jonathan Norvell,
       Ph.D.   
 Farmland Data Collection    Chuck Knudson,  
       ARA
       Dan Davis, AFM,  
       ARA
 Farmland/Lease Trends Survey   Gary Schnitkey,  
       Ph.D. 
      
Government & Policy  Jerry Hicks, AFM

Honorary Awards  Norbert Soltwedel 
       RPRA
ICAP Representative  Herb Meyer, ARA 
       Michael Morris,  
       ARA, MAI
Management Education  Steve Glascock,  
       AFM
Membership Development  Laura Enger
Memorial Scholarship  Seth Baker, AFM
Mentoring/Retiree  Rick Hiatt, AFM,  
       ARA
Nominating     Norbert Soltwedel 
       RPRA
Public Relations  Ernest Moody,  
       AFM, ARA, AAC
Summer Tour - 2014  Rob Woodrow,  
       AFM
Young Professionals  Eric Wilkinson,  
       AFM  
       Logan Frye  
    



Pioneer® brand T Series can help you hit your yield goals with soybeans designed for your acres. Packed with the latest 
defensive and agronomic traits to keep you ahead of the game, the 2014 lineup also includes products with the Genuity® 
Roundup Ready 2 Yield® trait. Talk to your Pioneer sales professional about the best fit for your fields. Pioneer.com/tseries

Unleash T Series to unlock potential.

Genuity® and Roundup Ready® are registered trademarks used under license from Monsanto Company. Roundup Ready 2 Yield® is a registered trademark of Monsanto Technology LLC used under license. Pioneer Premium Seed 
Treatment for soybeans is applied at a DuPont Pioneer production facility or by an independent sales representative of Pioneer. Not all sales representatives offer treatment services, and costs and other charges may vary. See your 

Pioneer sales representative for details. Seed treatment formulation exclusive to DuPont Pioneer and its affiliates. The DuPont Oval Logo is a registered trademark of DuPont. PIONEER® brand products are provided subject to the terms and conditions 
of purchase which are part of the labeling and purchase documents. ®,TM,SM Trademarks and service marks of Pioneer. © 2013 PHII. DUPPSY13029VAR1



Issued by COUNTRY Mutual Insurance Company®, Bloomington, IL. 

Our heritage is protecting yours
So when it comes to protecting your farm, you need AgriPlus® from COUNTRY Financial®. 
It’s made for your operation, whether your specialty is livestock, grain, or both. Be sure 
to ask about coverage for your auto and farm vehicles, too.

Contact your local COUNTRY Financial representative today and grow your own way!

1214-565HO

and observe irrigation technologies, popcorn production, 
a robotic milking system, 360 Yield center research farm, 
medical marijuana production, and a large, unique food 
distribution facility. 

As has been the case in recent years, educational oppor-
tunities will also take place in the day preceding our tour. 
Please take an opportunity to sign up early for both the 
educational program on the 15th and the two-day tour that 
follows.

 Your Illinois Society Board of Directors met in Mahomet 
at Farm Credit Illinois on June 11th. One of the main ac-
tivities at this meeting was to discuss education program-
ming opportunities offered through the California Chap-

ter of the ASFMRA. California has developed courses 
that they intend to market to other chapters. Of special 
interest is programming on farm business continuity 
and challenges and responsibilities of passing a farming 
enterprise or farm management/appraisal business from 
one generation to the next. I am sure that many would 
agree this is a topic of interest to many in our member-
ship. Guidance and education on how to council clients 
concerning this topic could, no doubt, be of great value to 
our Illinois Society members.

Our membership continues to grow with new members. 
Although we all know there is much gray hair in our 
group, it is refreshing to see that young members are 
grabbing the torch and providing valuable input on our 
committees. If you don’t currently serve as a member of 
an ISPFMRA committee, please contact me or Carroll 
Merry and we’ll make sure that you have the opportu-
nity to participate. The sidelines is no place to be in this 
organization!

Randy Says
(Continued from Page 2)

Mark Peterson, AAC, AFM, ARA, (at far left) president of the Califor-
nia ASFMRA Chapter, met with the ISPFMRA Leadership on June 
11 in Mahomet. Joining the officers were various committee chairs. 
Peterson made a presentation on the CA Chapter’s FARMit education 
programs.



©2015 Bayer CropScience LP, 2 T.W. Alexander Drive, Research Triangle Park, NC 27709. Always read and follow label instructions. Bayer (reg’d), the Bayer Cross (reg’d), Healthy Fields. Higher 
Yields.™ and Stratego® are trademarks of Bayer. Stratego YLD is not registered in all states. For additional product information call toll-free 1-866-99-BAYER (1-866-992-2937) or visit our website 
at www.BayerCropScience.us
CR1114STRYLDA170V00R0       A-27136-5

www.StrategoYLD.us

SOYBEAN 
GROWERS
CALL IT THE 
YIELD BUMP.

Along with its dual modes of action, 
Stratego® YLD provides unique all-around  
plant coverage, and an unbeatable spectrum 
of control against your major foliar fungal 
diseases, including Septoria brown spot and 
frogeye leaf spot. So put ’er there. Give your 
beans a healthy advantage with Stratego YLD,  
the official fungicide of the yield bump.

TREAT YOUR BEANS WITH 
STRATEGO® YLD FUNGICIDE 
AND TREAT YOURSELF TO 
HIGHER YIELD POTENTIAL.



For more information, contact your dealer:
Nathan Butler
District Sales Manager
202-340-6670
Bloomington, IL

YOUR ROOTS ARE IN ILLINOIS.
SO ARE OURS.

StoneSeed.com 

WE KNOW ILLINOIS.

Individual results may vary, and performance may vary from location to location and from year to year. This result may not be an indicator of results  
you may obtain as local growing, soil and weather conditions may vary. Growers should evaluate data from multiple locations and years whenever possible. 
Stone Seed & Design™ is a registered trademark of American Seeds, LLC. ©2014 Monsanto Company.  38146 ED 9/30/14

The Memorial Scholarship Fund of the ISPFMRA 
was established in the late 1960s to honor deceased 

members of the organization and provide scholarship 
funds for Illinois college students interested in careers in 
farm management, rural appraisal, agricultural finance, 
and/or agribusiness. The committee currently overseeing 
the complete funding program consists of 17 ISPFMRA 
members.

The committee has several duties related to the distribu-
tion of these scholarships including the development and 
review of the scholarship guidelines, determining the 
amount and number of gifts, and selecting the final fund-
ing recipients. While the committee’s most visible duties 
are collecting items and conducting the Memorial Schol-
arship Auction at the Society’s Annual Meeting, there is a 
great deal of work that is being done around the year and 
behind the scenes.

Funding
In the early years the primary source of funding for the 
scholarships was through donations made to the fund in 

Memorial Scholarship Program

Yes,Your Auction Bids 
DO Make A Difference !!

by Seth Baker, AFM
Memorial Scholarship Committee Chair

honor of deceased members. The Illinois Society cur-
rently donates $100 to the fund at the death of a member, 
and other members are encouraged to make contributions 
in honor of deceased members as well. The scholarship 
auction was established at the society’s 1989 annual meet-
ing. This activity has grown to provide between $5,000 to 
$7,500 per year to the overall scholarship fund.

A few years back, the Wendell Farris/Raymond and 
Wanda Kreig Scholarship 80-acre Farm was donated to 
the University of Illinois Foundation for the purpose of 
providing income 
to the Memorial 
Scholarship Fund. 
Income from 
this source has 
accounted for pro-
vide approximately 
$15,000 per year 
coming into the 
scholarship fund 
and has allowed us 
to greatly expand 
our scholarship 
program.

Louise Gish endowed a 
scholarship at the University 
of Illinois in honor of her late 
husband, Roger. The Memo-
rial Scholarship Committee selects a recipient for this 
scholarship each year. The award memorializes a long- 
time devoted member of our society for his work in our 
profession. This gift has funded several scholarships over 
the years and the committee would love to see additional 
endowments in the future.

Scholarships
The committee handles the selection and distribution 
of the scholarships for the University of Illinois. Funds 
generated from the annual Auction that are earmarked to 
go to Illinois State University, Southern Illinois Univer-
sity or Western Illinois University are forwarded on to the 
appropriate departments at those schools for the selection 
and distribution of scholarship on our behalf.

For the University of Illinois, the committee determines 
the guidelines for applying for the ISPFMRA scholarship 
and, based on those guidelines, the Department of ACES, 

(Continued on Page 11)

Long-time Scholarship Committee 
Member Mac Boyd displays one 
of the auction items at the 2014 
Annual Meeting.





Upcoming Dates and Events
July 15  Evaluating Residential Construction Class
 Lincoln, IL

July 16, 17 ISPFMRA Summer Tour
 Lincoln, IL

July 19 - 23 ASFMRA Summer Education Week
 Omaha, NE

September 2 Mid-Year Land Values Snapshot Survey   
 Press  Event, Farm Progress Show
 Decatur, IL

sends us information on eligible applicants.  Each com-
mittee member is then provided a completed application 
including a paragraph specifically regarding the appli-
cant’s interest in farm management, rural appraisals and/
or agribusiness. Each application is then reviewed and 
ranked by committee members based on the criteria set 
forth by the committee. 

A student’s expressed interest in farm management and/or 
rural appraisal is one of the largest determining factors in 
deciding who will be awarded scholarship funding. Need, 
grades, achievements, and general ag interest are other 
factors that go into selecting the recipients. 

In 2014 we handed out two $3,000 scholarships, three 
$2,500 scholarships and 10 $1,500 scholarships. The 

$28,500 in total scholarships 
awarded to 15 students is our 
largest gift ever. This just 
eclipsed the 9 scholarships of 
$3,000 each awarded in 2013.
In addition to academic schol-
arships, the committee pro-
vides scholarships of $300 per 
students for those interested in 
attending ASFMRA’s Summer 
Education Week (SEW). This is 
a newer program funded by the 
50/50 proceeds from the annual 
auction. Four students planned 
to take advantage of this schol-
arship this summer.

Ways to Help
Many of you already contrib-
ute to your alma maters on a 
periodic basis. Simply directing 

your donation to the Illinois Society of Professional Farm 
Managers & Rural Appraisers Memorial Scholarship 
Fund can provide a more visual impact as you see the 
outcome of those funds in future years.

THANK YOU
The Memorial Scholarship Committee and the ISPFMRA 
sincerely thank the individuals, organizations and spon-
sors who have contributed in various forms for the benefit 
of many past and future scholarship recipients.  Our suc-
cess is undeniable as many of the past scholarship win-
ners are now full members of the ISPFMRA. 
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(Continued from Page 9)



better resultsbetter results
BETTER GENETICSBETTER GENETICS

When it comes to higher yields,
no one knows corn like we do.

agrigold.com

Every season presents new challenges. That’s why Agrigold has developed one of the 
most diverse genetic lineups in the industry. This gives AgriGold customers a simple way to 
diversify their genetic selection and manage their risk ensuring better results at harvest. No 
matter what the season brings, Better Genetics bring Better Results.

WE KNOW CORN



A herbicide with the work ethic of a machine.

©2010 Syngenta Crop Protection, Inc., 410 Swing Road, Greensboro, NC 27409. Important: 
Always read and follow label instructions before buying or using Syngenta products. Halex® 
GT and the Syngenta logo are registered trademarks of a Syngenta Group Company. Syngenta 
Customer Center: 1-866-SYNGENT(A) (796-4368). www.FarmAssist.com

When weeds are handled automatically, you have time to 
handle everything else. Let Halex GT do the work for you. 
Visit HalexGT-Herbicide.com today. 

Evaluating Residential Construction
  ISPFMRA Teams with AI for Education Program

Wednesday, July 15, 2015
from 8:30am - 5pm

American Legion Post 263
1740 5th Street

Lincoln, IL 62656
This seminar is co-sponsored by ISPFMRA and the Chicago Chapter of the Appraisal Institute. It is approved 
for 7 hours of CE from the AQB and the states of Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, and Wisconsin.

This education program IMMEDIATELY PRECEDES the ISPFMRA Summer Tour in Lincoln.

Evaluating Residential Construction shows how single-family houses are constructed from the ground up. More 
than 950 construction slides and a 120-page Reference Manual illustrate site conditions, structure, envelope, 
interior, and environmental system components for houses ranging from custom to affordable and even double-
wides. This seminar will improve your confidence to inspect, characterize, and critique a new or existing resi-
dential property. You will better identify and describe the quality and condition of a house that affects its market 
appeal and probable value. Participants have given this seminar high marks for its practicality and benefit to real 
estate appraisers, brokers, and mortgage lenders. 

For details go to:
\\ http://www.myappraisalinstitute.org/education/seminar_descrb/default.aspx?sem_nbr=789&key_type=S

Upon completion of this seminar, participants 
should be able to: 

• Present prevailing residential construction 
 techniques with associated terminology

• Identify diverse levels of single-family housing  
 construction quality 

• Illustrate where to look for potential physical  
 deficiencies in a house 

If you want to improve your inspection, 
description, and valuation skills, then this course 
is for you.

Cost is $150.

All registration processes for this event are being 
managed through CCAI. For information contact 
Mary Jane Lukas at 312-616-9400 or visit the Web 
site address shown above.
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Welcome New Members

The Leadership Institute is your chance to get hands-
on  leadership training that you can apply to both your 

personal and professional life. As a Leadership Institute 
delegate you will:
 • Meet influential government officials and key staffers.
 • Participate in pre-meeting preparation training includ-  
 ing a webinar with ASFMRA lobbyist Stephen   
 Frerichs. 
 • Receive top-notch communication and advocacy 
 training from the Wixted Group.
 • Make appointments with your state congressional 
 leadership to discuss the biggest issues facing ag   
 policy today.
 • Receive an official ASFMRA dress shirt 
 •  Sight see in Washington D.C.
 • Discover your leadership potential. 
 
For Farm Managers and Consultants:
 The Farm Management and Consultant Program is spe-
cifically designed for individuals in these professions. 

Your Leadership Institute experience will be designed to 
cover the most important legislative issues you face in 
your daily business and is designed to bring you the most 
accurate information from government officials making 
the laws that affect you. 

For Appraisers:
The Appraiser Program is specifically designed for indi-
viduals in the rural appraisal profession. Your experience 
will be designed towards your professional needs includ-
ing an entire day of appraisal-related presentations.
 
Don’t miss this unique opportunity to enhance your 
leadership skills and gain useful tools you can apply to 
your professional life and get a birds-eye view of your 
government in action. Remember, this leadership training 
is available and beneficial to managers, appraisers and 
consultants. Tuition to attend is $795, which is eligible for 
full reimbursement from the ISPFMRA. Your airfare to 
Washington, DC and back, plus any incidental expenses 
and meals not covered by the Institute are your responsi-
bility. Your tuition includes a shared sleeping room. If you 
desire a private room, delegates are required to pay the 
additional costs for the nights you stay. 

Alumni of this event all agree that it is a very worthwhile 
ASFMRA event! For complete details visit http://www.
asfmra.org/leadership-institute/#about



AutomAtic compliAnce And eAse of plAnting in every bAg.
• The broadest choice in above and below ground insect protection

• The   truly simple refuge-in-a-bag solution for the 

 Corn-Growing Area; just fill your planter and go

Contact your seed rep or go to genuity.com/ribcomplete

the first fAmily of  
single-bAg refuge solutions.

EvEry BushEl MattErsImportant: Genuity® RIB Complete® are blended seed corn products that require the planting of a structured refuge in the Cotton-Growing area. always read and follow IrM, grain marketing and all 
other stewardship practices and pesticide label directions. Details of these practices can be found in the trait stewardship responsibilities Notice to Farmers printed in this publication. 
rIBCOM029454 rIB_Page_ad



Our Commercial Sponsors

           

We would like to acknowledge our commercial sponsors whose support greatly enriches the programs of the Il-
linois Society of Professional Farm Managers and Rural Appraisers:

Platinum Level
AgriGold Hybrids 

Bayer Crop Science 
Beck’s Hybrids 

Dow AgroSciences
LG Seeds 
Monsanto 

DuPont Pioneer
Wyffels Hybrids 

Gold Level
1st Farm Credit Services 

BASF
Burrus Hybrids

COUNTRY Financial 
Farm Credit Illinois 

Silver
Ag Drainage, Inc.

Agricultural Soil Management (ASM) 
Stone Seeds 

Syngenta Crop Protection 

Bronze
LandOwner Magazine 

Please show your support and purchase Products/Services from these companies 
 whenever it is appropriate to do so.



What Do ALL These Items Have in Common??

They are ALL part of the 
2015 ISPFMRA Summer Tour!!

• Weaver Popcorn in Forest City
• TN&W Irrigation in Manito
• Yield 360 Training Center in Morton
• River Valley Farm in Tremont
• Sysco Foods Distribution Center in Lincoln
• Challenges of Marijuana Growing -- legally, of course

It ALL happens July 16 and 17 and will be based out of Lincoln, IL.
 

BOOK YOUR DATES and be a part of it!
Watch www.ispfmra.org for details


